So    BUREAUCRATIC GOVERNMENT
like sponges the surplus revenues, the
secretariats have, as might be expected,
taken their ample share. A bureaucracy
always tends to an undue development of
this branch of administration. As the
virility, whether official or popular, of the
country at large decays, the secretariats
wax and grow mighty. This is only
natural, for these departments are the very
core of the bureaucratic machine. When
the efficiency of that machine becomes the
highest aim, for them at least money will
never be stinted. The number of cove-
nanted civilians in the Government of India
has increased from fifty-five in 1892 to
eighty-five in 1910, and the total secre-
tariat charges of that administration alone
aggregate thirty-three lacs per annum*
Further, the Simla officials bid successful
defiance both to the Public Service Com-
mission and to the reductions made under
Lord Hardinge's orders. The evil does
not stop with the mere wastage of public
moneys. An overgrown department
naturally multiplies its own activities,
overlooks everything with a grandmotherly